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Shirley Downing joined Christ the Servant Lutheran 
Church in the early years of the 1990’s.  Shortly after 
joining this community of faith, Shirley became not only 
interested in, but also an active participant in Christ the 
Servant’s Homeless Ministry efforts.  And for about the 

past twenty-five 
years or more, as 
best we can figure, 
Shirley Downing 
has coordinated this 
vital ministry of the 
congregation.  

Part of the work 
of overseeing this 
ministry involves 
the purchasing of 
the food necessary 
to its life, including 
bread, lunchmeat, 
snacks, and bottled 
water as well as 
bags and tubs for 
the delivery system 

on the first and third weeks of the month, for twelve 
months.  Another part of the work involves the securing 
of letters of permission to distribute the “lunches.”  This 
means that Shirley, throughout all these years, has had 
to arrange to meet in-person with the property owners 
where the “lunches” are distributed because our locations 
change from time to time.  She has also had to prepare 
our facilities here at Christ the Servant to be inspected 
on a regular basis for surprise inspections by the Health 
Department(s) as well as the Houston Food Bank 
throughout the year.  Every five years, Shirley has had to 
study for, take, (and pass!) the Food Service Manager’s 
Certification examination required by the City of Houston’s 
Health Department, not an easy task!   Additionally, every 
week that “lunches” are distributed Shirley has had to 
report the numbers and additional information regarding 
those who have been served that week.  You can be sure 
that there have been many additional responsibilities 
that she has accomplished for the smooth running of our 
Homeless Ministry.

Just recently, Shirley has handed over the baton to 
Carolyn Giannantonio and Rosalie Fontenot to work 

Thanks from Pastor Jim
Once again, I would like to extend to the many remarkable 
members and friends, past and present, of this outstanding 
congregation my sincere and heartfelt thanks for the 
wonderful ways in which you celebrated my 35 years 
of ordained ministry here at Christ the Servant Lutheran 
Church on Sunday morning, August 16th.

Your financial gift to me was absolutely breathtaking! The 
beautiful book of pictures I will cherish for the rest of my 
life. Your gift of the marvelous plaque sits on my office 
desk so that I can see it every day. And most especially, 
I want to express my appreciation for your many kind, 
generous, thoughtful, and loving expressions to me in  
your letters, notes, e-mails, and texts for which I will be 
forever grateful.

And of course, I also want to thank all those who worked 
tirelessly in the planning that it takes to put all of this 
together for me.

Naturally, I realize that anything and everything good that 
has been accomplished in the strong and beautiful name 
of Jesus, especially in these past 35 years, by the good 
people of Christ the Servant is clearly the work of the Holy 
Spirit.  And I can only thank God for the call extended to 
me in 1985 to be a part of this ministry here in Houston 
and to serve this loving and beautiful community of faith as 
its pastor. 

Pastor Jim Giannantonio

closely together in attempting to carry on this ministry.  
However, we are delighted that Shirley will remain on the 
advisory and planning team as we move forward.

This congregation owes a great debt of thanks to Shirley 
Downing, and to God, for all that Shirley has accomplished 
faithfully throughout all these years for our benefit.  And for 
all that she has done and continues to do is for the glory  
of God. 

Thanks to Shirley Downing

See results of Livestream Survey
Pages 4-5
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Council Commentary
On September 10th, 2020, the Christ the Servant 
(CTS) council met in the CTS sanctuary.  The 
following are the highlights of that discussion:

The council reviewed and unanimously approved 
the August 2020 council meeting minutes and the 
September 2020 Treasurer’s report.  Other items 
unanimously approved by the council included 
the resumption of in-person confirmation classes 
and the possible resumption of an ESL class 
to be broadcast via Zoom from CTS.  All in-
person activities will comply with all government-
mandated Covid-19 guidelines and restrictions.  
Additionally, the council reviewed reports from 
the Financial Secretary, Director of Music, 
Director of Youth and Family, and Pastor Jim.  

As communicated in last month’s newsletter, 
the CTS council began monitoring its on-line 
worship activity.  Average on-line Sunday service 
viewership since March 29th (the date of the first 
on-line worship service) has been 146 people 
per Sunday, which includes both services. 
Additionally, in-person participation at both the 
8 and 11 am services continued.  It has risen to 
about 50 people per Sunday, which remains well 
within government requirements.  

The council wishes to thank those members 
who had filled out the survey about CTS’ on-
line worship services.  Please note that you will 
receive additional survey requests via e-mail 
over the next few months to help the council 
collect more data.  We wish to thank you in 
advance for your efforts in filling out these 
surveys, as they aid in creating a better worship 
experience for those of you worshipping from 
home. 
   
In other news, the council is pleased to report 
that several repairs/installations were completed 
since our last meeting.  The lightning rod was 
installed, the vandalized window was fully 
repaired, and a new ice machine was installed in 
the Fellowship Hall. The audio/visual equipment 
that had been destroyed by the lightning strike 
remains out for repairs.  However, it is expected 

to be repaired and returned within a couple of 
weeks, assuming all goes well.  
 
Finally, other noteworthy points of discussion 
included the ongoing work on the mortgage 
refinancing, the availability of resources for CTS 
members feeling isolation during this period, and 
the possible need to manage a larger number 
of people at in-person worship services during 
Advent and Christmas Eve.  While the mortgage 
refinancing is expected to be completed prior 
to the council’s next meeting, the other two 
items will require further discussion.  The CTS 
congregation will be kept apprised of all relevant 
details.  
 
Prayerfully submitted,
Karen Carter, Council Secretary

October Birthdays
3 Pat Welborn
4 Phyllis Begin
7 Karen Bauer
 Shirley Downing
8 Donald Hiestand
 Michael Davenport
9 Nancy Fredin
11 Chandler Wilhelm
 Noah Makia
 Janet Lonvick
15 Steven Dittrich 
 Lori Wood
19 Richard Caldwell
20 Marie Saunders
21 John Shoemaker
22 Pastor Jim
 Jairo Quintero
23 Linda Shoemaker
25 Billijo Kern
 Pam Krueger
 Cliff Mabry
28 Sophia Manning
30 Bob Leisk
31 Richard Carlson
 Billy Blair
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Last month’s article ended with an explanation of the 
lectionary, the list of readings we hear at each service. 
Lists of readings predate the Christian church; our system 
of readings is known as the Revised Common Lectionary. 
This dates from 1992 and was developed in the wake 
of Vatican II in the late 1960’s. It is used in most of the 
Christian church worldwide; the readings heard at Christ 
the Servant next week can also be heard in the Episcopal 
church down the street or in a Catholic church on the other 
side of the planet. There are variants on this lectionary 
in the various branches of the Lutheran church; some 
congregations still use the historic one year lectionary, 
others use what is known as a narrative lectionary 
(focusing on the stories in the Bible), and still others use 
a version of a “lectio continuo,” a “continuous lectionary” 
going through the Bible in order.

At Christ the Servant, we tend to hear four readings: an 
Old Testament reading, usually based on or amplifying 
the Gospel; a psalm or portion thereof, based on the 
Old Testament reading; a reading from the Epistles, 
sometimes based on the Old Testament reading but also 
the season of the church year; and the Gospel reading. 
The Epistle can sometimes be a sort of lectio continuo as 
well, and the Gospel will often use consecutive chunks 
from week to week. Two examples: the book of Matthew 
has five “teaching blocks;” earlier this summer, we heard 
consecutive readings from Matthew 15 and 16. Next year, 
we will hear five consecutive readings from John 6 (the 
“bread” readings).

Our congregation does an exceptional job of chanting 
the psalms. There are a variety of ways of approaching 
these readings. One is to speak them, another is to sing 
them in alternation with a cantor (an ancient practice), yet 
another is to interject with an antiphon which can be as 
simple as an alleluia (perhaps the most ancient practice), 
or to use a hymn or song version. A colleague of mine, 
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan, has set 116 of the 150 psalms 
in a contemporary style and intends to finish the psalter. 
In any event, the psalms are meant to be sung. Some 
congregations omit this reading altogether; others use 
a “gradual,” which is a psalm quote, in between the Old 
Testament reading and the Epistle. During Advent, the 
Magnificat, or song of Mary from Luke 2 is used instead of 
the psalm one week. The importance of the psalms cannot 
be overstated; they were the hymnal of the early church 
(and also “Jesus’ hymnal”).

As I mentioned last month, there are several things that 
frame the readings. One is the “Prayer of the Day,” which 
is actually the end of the gathering rite but also serves 
as a bookend. Another is the Gospel Acclamation, where 
we “rise to welcome the Gospel.” This is done by way 
of singing John 6:68 (“Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.”) framed by Alleluias, or by 

singing Joel 2:13 (“Return to the Lord your God…”) with no 
Alleluias during Lent.

Two other things that comment on the Gospel are the 
Hymn of the Day and the sermon itself. The practice of 
singing the hymn before the sermon dates back to Luther 
himself and the “Deutsche Messe” of 1526. Our current 
hymnal has switched it to after the sermon, but we have 
chosen to retain the old practice. The sermon is central to 
the church for several reasons. First, it is one of the marks 
of the church as described in the Augsburg Confession 
(where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments 
rightly administered). Second, the Gospel reading may 
be described as the “Vivi vox Jesu” – the living voice of 
Jesus. The sermon follows closely behind as the “Viva 
vox Evangelii” – the living voice of the Evangel (bearer of 
good news). Without this good news, there is literally no 
reason to gather on Sunday, and this practice of reading 
and preaching the Gospel is central to the entire history of 
the church.

After the sermon, we engage in a local custom – the 
meditation. This is a short musical passage which is a 
comment on the sermon, and as a result is not planned in 
advance. Luther was okay with such local customs (see 
the preface to the Deutsche Messe) as long as they don’t 
operate at cross purposes to the Gospel. This is followed 
by the Creed, one of the last things to be included in the 
liturgy (in 1014; prior to that, it was exclusively used in 
the Rite of Baptism). Which creed is used depends on 
the season of the church year: the Apostles’ Creed is 
used during the seasons of Epiphany and Pentecost, the 
Nicene Creed is used during Christmas and Easter, and 
on feastival days (such as All Saints), and the Athanasian 
Creed is used only on Trinity Sunday. We are one of a 
very few congregations that still use the Athanasian Creed 
because of its “strange” language and its sheer length. 
However, it is one of the three ecumenical (across church 
bodies) creeds in the Book of Concord, the normative book 
(other than the Bible itself) of the Lutheran church and has 
its purpose: a correct exposition of Trinitarian theology.

The final part of the service of the Word is the Prayer 
of the Church. This prayer also has been known as the 
Prayer of the Faithful or the Prayer of Dismissal since the 
unbaptized or unconfirmed members of the church were 
historically dismissed before the service of the Sacrament. 
This prayer addresses issues of the day and concerns of 
the congregation, as well as reinforcing the lessons of the 
day. It is also why I mentioned the “bookend” nature of the 
Prayer of the Day: this is the other bookend. It is followed 
by the sharing of the peace, which is part of the bridge into 
the next part of the service, and is where we will begin the 
next article.

John Krueger, Director of Music

Worship and Music
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Livestream Survey
Recently we asked our congregation to help us out by answering a short 10-question survey about their viewing habits 
when it comes to our livestream broadcasts. Below are the results of that survey. Many thanks to the 52 of you who 
responded! Your feedback will help us understand how we can better spend our time and energy - what to lean into and 
what to lean away from. It will also show us any areas of growth where we need to focus on improvements. We expect to 
do another similar survey in the near future, and we hope you’ll be willing to participate again.
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Church Staff

Pastor
The Rev. James Giannantonio
jrgiannan@gmail.com

Office Administrator
Betsy Riggs
ctsoffice1@comcast.net

Director of Youth & Family 
Ministry
Jason “JT” Thomas
jt@christtheservant.net

Director of Music
John Krueger
ctschoir1@comcast.net

Nursery Caregiver
Sandra Ani

Sunday Custodian
Sulma E. Cruz

Church Office Phone
713.784-6620

Church Office FAX
713.784-4742

This newsletter and a calendar of 
church activities are available on the 

CTS website at:
www.christtheservant.net

November newsletter information 
deadline is:
October 15

Please submit information and articles in 
MSWord documents to Laura Wilhelm at 

lvhwilhelm@comcast.net
Information may be edited to available space.

October 
Anniversaries

1 Christopher and Janet Lonvick
11 Brynn and Shane Matherne
12 Mike and Linda Saunders
14 Bruce and Kristin Palfreyman
15 Bill and JoAnn Olds
19 Jairo and Ruby Quintero
25 Gerry and Gwenda Ludwig

Prayer Requests

Karen Bauer
Sharon Cotta, mother of Christy Iversen
Jane Fontenot, grandma of Miley Rose
Doug Gibson, friend of Phyllis and Monte  
 Richard
Matthew Guella, nephew of Mike Karas
Donna Inouye, sister of Phylis Karas
Margaret, grandmother of Tina Blockhus
Cathy & Rob Roberson, daughter and  
 son-in-law of Jodie Davis
Jo Ann and Kevin Scace
Valerie Schick, granddaughter of Nancie  
 Blair
Mary Shabunas, mother of Mary Hiestand
Robert Spear, father of Tina Blockhus
Marjorie Swartz, mother of Julie Heil
Those effected by hurricanes Marco,   
 Laura  and Sally
Frank Welsh, friend of Mike and Phylis  
 Karas
Zachary, grandson of Bitsy Muse



Page 7

Nothing to do while you wait for the virus to disappear? Try your hand at some fall coloring.



interMission
October 2020
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
2400 Wilcrest Drive
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2020 CounciL

                                       President: Chandler Wilhelm

President Elect: Barry Rava                      At Large: Zach Edwards
Secretary: Karen Carter                   At Large:  Dale Dickman
Treasurer: Susan Collins At Large: Neema Makia
Financial Secretary: Emma Chanimbaga At Large:   Joanne Dumler

Committee Chairs, Group Leaders, Contact People

Linda Iversen
Roger Cutler
Sandra Ani
DJ Blockhus
Ken Smith, Shirley Downing
Marti Hatcher
Brent Brown, Ron Herbanek
TBA  8:00 Service 
Brent Brown-11:00 Service
Chandler Wilhelm
8:00 Russell Farmer
11:00 Pat Welborn
Ken Smith
Marsha Bower
Lori Wood

Acolytes  
Adult Christian Ed
Altar Guild
CanCare Representative
Care Team    
College Ministry   
Disaster Response Team 
Family Aid Ministry
Fellowship Committee 
Greeters                 
Homeless Ministry  

Ladies Dinner Group
Lawn Care    
Lectors   
Liturgical Assistants

Inga Carlson, Michele Byrnes
TBA
Lori Wood
Susan Kramer
Pat Korge and Mary Puccini
Tina Blockhus
Ron Herbanek
Carolyn Giannantonio
Rosalie Fontenot
Donna Schneider
Carolyn Giannantonio, Rosalie 
Fonteno
Mickey Walters
Russell Farmer, Kevin Petterson
Chandler Wilhelm
Chandler Wilhelm

Memorial Service Coordinator
Men Who Love Spaghetti 
Nursery Attendant
Opportunity Endowment Fund    
Personnel     
Prayer Chain     
Property                   
Sound Team     
                                              
Stewardship     
Ushers      

WHAM Representatives      
Women’s Ministry
Worship and Music                    




