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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 25, 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday celebration with a meal of 
pancakes and ham will be February 25, 
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

The English tradition of eating pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday came about as a 
way to use as much milk, fats, 
and eggs as possible before 
Ash Wednesday began. 

A sign-up sheet will be available for 
those wishing to attend and those wishing to help 
make the pancakes or help with cleanup.

Ash Wednesday Services
February 26
12:00 pm Service
7:15 Service

Ladies Dinner Group
Please join us

Wednesday, February 12, 6:00 pm
Palazzo’s

10455 Briar Forest Dr
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Youth and Family News

FAMILY ADVISORY TEAM 
The F.A.T. is still working on a new name for itself, but in 
the meantime we had a really productive first meeting on 
Sunday, January 5th. We were able to set some specific 
goals for Youth & Family Ministry, and identify some areas 
where we really want to focus time and resources in 2020. 
We were reminded that there are a lot of us who are really 
committed to the faith formation of our children, youth, and 
families, and that we are better when we make decisions 
together. Going forward, if you have ideas or feedback 
for J.T. or the Youth & Family Ministry at CTS, you can 
consider the following folks on the team a resource that 
you can go to with those:Austin Beaver, Jennifer Beaver, 
Michele Byrnes, Joanne Dumler, Demi Edwards, Zach 
Edwards, Neema Makia, and Reece Stallwitz. 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Super Bowl Sunday is February 2nd, 2020. It’s also the 
day we collect our offering for the Souper Bowl Of Caring 
– an organization that encourages and supports hunger 
ministries all over the country. After each service, our 
students will be in the narthex with the black Soup Bowls 
to accept your donations of any amount to help alleviate 
hunger. Every year, as part of our Confirmation Class, the 
students make choices about which organization(s) to give 
those funds to. In the past, we have given to the Houston 
Food Bank, WHAM, and our own CTS Homeless Ministry. I 
hope you’re able to be generous on February 2nd! 
 

JUST FOR DUDES! 
Attention all boys 5 years of age and older! Please report 
to LazerX (13529 Skinner Rd., Cypress, TX 77429) on 
Saturday, February 15th at 2:45 p.m. Your mission is to 
shoot your friends and family with lasers until they are 
utterly defeated. Should you choose to accept this mission, 
ultimate fun and good times will be had. Should you fail 
in this mission, … you’ll actually still have a really good 
time. It’s a win-win, really. Cost is $25 and includes 3 
full 20-minute games. No girls are allowed – so it’s ok if 
you smell bad and wear dirty clothes. Fathers are also 
welcome! 

Don’t worry, ladies! Your turn for a girls-only event is 
coming up!

LENT FAMILY WORKSHOP 
Do you know the #1 factor in shaping 
the faith of our kids? No, it isn’t Sunday 
School, or Vacation Bible School. It isn’t 
Pastors or Youth Ministers. It’s Mom, Dad, 
Grandma, and Grandpa. Decades of research 
has shown it to be true! Sound intimidating? Well, what 
if I could put a tool in your hand for you to try out during 
Lent that would give you somewhere to start when it 
comes to shaping the faith lives of the next generation? 
On Sunday, February 23rd, I’m hosting our Lent Family 
Workshop! During the 9:30 a.m. Sunday School hour, 
families are invited to gather together to explore how they 
can make the season of Lent more meaningful in their own 

homes. We will hand out a set of Lenten devotions and 
practices and rehearse how to do them together during the 
workshop.

SUMMER CAMP (DEPOSIT CONFIRMATION)
In the very near future you may be targeted by myself and/
or Michele Byrnes, who is serving as the Summer Camp 
signup enforcer. If you’re planning to go to camp this 
Summer, we need to confirm that and begin the signup 
process. Please let us know whether you are planning to 
go or not and prepare your deposit of $100 so that we can 
lock in our church’s spots! The remaining balance will be 
due in May and is contingent upon future fundraising. Don’t 
worry – nobody will be forced to attend a camp they can’t 
afford! There are many generous folks in our congregation 
and many arrangements we can make in order to make it 
possible to attend this perennial favorite summer event!

SEAFARER BOXES 
We’re making this Seafarer thing a year-round ministry! 
The lists are out for all the items we collect to fill 
shoeboxes for the Seafarers Center. You can find them in 
the narthex, or on the bulletin board outside the bathrooms 
at CTS. Throughout the year, whenever you are able, pick 
up a few items here or there, and drop them off in our bin 
in the narthex. On April 19th, August 23rd, and December 
13th, the children and youth will pack and wrap them 
during the Sunday School hour. We already have a ton of 
shoeboxes, but if you have them, we’ll take those, too!

Greeter Report for 2019
Welcome to Worship!

Many, many thanks to the 65 individuals and family 
groups (some of you multiple times) who participated as 
Greeters for some 120+ Sunday and Special Services 
at CTS in 2018.

Greeters are now being scheduled for 2020.  I 
encourage you to be a part of this important ministry at 
Christ the Servant.  An opportunity to answer the call to 
service is available to anyone who is willing to give 15 
minutes of his/her time to greet members and visitors 
who choose to worship at CTS.  A warm smile and 
a handshake are the only requirements.  A reminder 
letter will be sent to you along with a nametag for you 
to wear.  Many positions are filled by my phone calls 
to you.  If you would like to be a Greeter and have not 
been contacted by me, please feel free to call me and 
together we will find an opening in your busy schedule 
so you can participate as a Greeter.  Or, alternatively, 
leave word with Betsy in the Church Office.

Donna L. Schneider
Greeter Chairperson
713-465-8108 (home)
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February Anniversaries

1 Bob and Judi Leisk
2 Fred and Pat Korge

Christ the Servant (CTS) Council President Chandler 
Wilhelm opened the council’s first 2020 meeting reflecting 
on scripture passages related to thoughtful decision-
making. The council will allow these passages to provide 
guidance in managing CTS business throughout the year.  
Also, as a matter of housekeeping, the council discussed 
meeting protocol and requested that any future council 
agenda items be forwarded to Wilhelm Chandler, Barry 
Rava, or Pastor Jim.

The council reviewed and unanimously approved the 
minutes from the December 2019 council meeting, the 
December 2019 Treasurer’s report, and the proposed 2020 
budget to be presented at the congregational meeting on 
January 19, 2020. Other meaningful discussion topics 
included CTS’ 2019 attendance and financial contribution 
numbers, and the benevolence profiles of other ELCA 
Gulf Coast Synod member congregations. These topics 
were used to inform the discussion regarding the 2020 
CTS budget. Further details regarding these topics may be 
available at the congregational meeting. 

Additional reports were submitted by the Financial 
Secretary, Director of Music, Director of Youth and Family, 
and Pastor Jim. All were briefly reviewed by the council 
members.

Other noteworthy topics included the increased traffic to 
CTS’ website, which is good news as it is our electronic 
“front door” to the outside community. The website will 
continue being updated in a timely fashion to keep our 
electronic outreach efforts current. Additionally, the council 
unanimously approved a new effort by JT to bring in 
volunteer nursery attendants to assist Sandra Ani. There 
will be a new sign-up sheet in the narthex, or an electronic 
Sign-up Genius created in the near future.  

Finally, the CTS Council will be formally installed during 
both Sunday services on February 9, 2020. We ask 
for your prayerful support, as well as your constructive 
feedback throughout the year to help guide our efforts.

Karen Carter, Council Secretary

Council Notes

Care Team
This article is to honor the retirement of Arnie and Sue 
Kaestner from Care Team leadership. Arnie and Sue took 
over the leadership six years ago on a “temporary” basis 
after Marcia’s tenure as associate minister. They came 
equipped for the role after years of leadership in the 
Stephens ministry and Marriage Encounter programs. We 
appreciate their dedication to education, self-examination, 
and devoted caring to our congregation and care team 
members. Thank you, Arnie and Sue, for your service - you 
have touched all our lives in a meaningful and Godly way.

Now, a little more about Care Team. We are a group of 10 
who are trained to provide spiritual and emotional support 
to congregation members. We offer this support through 
personal visits, phone calls and cards. We support those 
going through illness, confinement, grief or other

life changes or difficulties. Our services are free, and we 
can be reached by calling Betsy at the church office, Pat 
Hogan-Korge at 832-723-3697 or Mary Puccini at 281-
797-9989.

If you feel a calling to be part of this ministry, an interview, 
some training sessions and monthly attendance at 
meetings are required. Please contact Pat or Mary for 
more information.

Thanks for the opportunity and blessing to serve this 
congregation.
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Last month, I mentioned that we now have pamphlets 
in the narthex called “A Simple Explanation of the 
Church Service.” I still have about 15 of them and 
intend to order more because it is the most concise 
explanation of what we do in worship I have found. In 
addition, I will be covering each major section of the 
worship service in this column.

The best place to begin a discussion of the worship 
service is, well, at the beginning. I don’t tend to play 
a lot of preservice music, and the prelude is nearly 
always based on one of the first two hymns. There 
are some organists that get horribly upset at people 
talking over the prelude, but I am not one of them. 
My feeling is that the organ music at that point is less 
important than the congregation greeting each other.

One of my colleagues in Societas Liturgica, Terre 
Paananen (a Lutheran pastor from Finland), did 
a study using the “pain faces” from the doctor’s 
office for the people to show their favorite (and least 
favorite) parts of the service. One of the participants’ 
favorite parts, whether a rural or urban church, was 
the greeting before anything happened in the service. 
Seeing family, friends, and fellow worshippers each 
Sunday turned out to be very important and very 
joyful.

After a few announcements and the opening hymn, 
the next thing that happens is the invocation: to be 
exact, “in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.” Tempting as it may be to think that 
we are somehow inviting God into the worship, God 
is already there. In addition, we will NOT hear “we 
make our beginning.” The Divine Service is God’s 
precious gift to us in Word and Sacrament: our job 
is to say “thanks.” Although we certainly present and 
participating, it is God’s doing, and God is the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and end. We just need to 
show up, and even that is driven by the Holy Spirit 
– see Luther’s explanation of the third article of the 
Creed on p.1162 of the hymnal.

A couple of final thoughts: first, our sanctuary will 
“change color” again on both February 23 and 26. 
February 23 is The Transfiguration of Our Lord, and 
the color is white. On Ash Wednesday (February 26), 
the color will change again to purple until the altar is 
stripped on Maundy Thursday (April 9).

LENT AND HOLY WEEK 
This year’s Lenten season begins with Ash 
Wednesday services at noon and 7:00 p.m. 

The next five Wednesdays (March 4, 11, 18, 25, and 
April 1) will have services at noon centered on the 
theme of “Prophecies Fulfilled.” Lunch will follow. On 
Palm Sunday (April 5), we will have our traditional 
reading of the Gospel according to Mark in its entirety 
at 6:00 p.m.

Our Holy Week services will be April 9 (Maundy 
Thursday) and April 10 (Good Friday) at noon and 
7:00 p.m. The Good Friday evening service will 
include “The Passion According to St. John” by 
Tomas Luis de Victoria, one of the great Renaissance 
masters. The Easter Vigil will be Saturday, April 11, at 
7:00 p.m.

Finally, our Easter Day services (April 12) will be at 8 
and 11 a.m. with breakfast and events in between. 

Directories are 
Coming!

The directories are coming soon! Watch for 
them to be distributed between services in 
February.

Next month, we will look at confession and 
forgiveness (or my preferred term, absolution), which 
Luther took so seriously as to occasionally consider it 
a sacrament.

John Krueger, Director of Music

Worship and Music
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Following Ken Smith’s inspiring example las month, I 
want thank Pastor Jim, Betsy Riggs, and everyone on 
the Church Council for their generosity, compassion, 
and understanding as I served as President of the 
Council last year. Many of you reading this have also 
done the job, and I very much appreciate the help 
given me by past presidents, especially Kathy Riggs, 
Carolyn Kirk, and Kyle Cooper.
 
So much of the work we do to serve others is hands 
on. I guess that’s why they call it God’s work, our 
hands. Council members not only meet once a month 
to keep the church on track, they also lend a hand.
 
JT and Ken Smith led 2019’s God’s Work, Our 
Hands service project; Bryant King made us all safer 
with his CPR and AED training; Joannne Dumler 
worked closely with JT on Sunday School; Emma 
Chanimbaga kept track of our monthly attendance 
and offerings, making detailed monthly reports; Linda 
Siegele made an impact for years to come, putting 
together our new church directory; Susan Collins’ 
work perfectly lived our name as Treasurer; John 
Krueger made sure all things musical (human and 
machine) built a solid musical foundation for our 
services; Chandler Wilhelm steered the Long Range 
Planning Committee, strengthening our financial 
foundation; Betsy Riggs kept all of us in line and 
informed, selflessly lending her ear and assistance; 
and Pastor Jim’s presence constantly reminded us to 
remember why we serve on Council.

I’m thankful that I was able to meet so many in the 
congregation that I may not have otherwise come 
to know. I learned that going to the “other service” 
now and then painted a more complete picture of our 
family. I profited greatly from support voiced by so 
many in the congregation, and I’m going to follow that 
example by offering my support to Chandler and the 
rest of the 2020 Church Council.

Finally, I want to thank God for Christ the Servant. 
Was it luck that made my brother call Pastor Jim 
in the summer of 2015 to ask if he used screens to 
project the words of the songs used in the services? 
Was it just lucky that Pastor Jim said we’d never have 
that as long as he was here? I don’t think so. Sounds 
like the Holy Spirit to me. I only planned to come with 
my dad for a few services until he felt comfortable 
enough to come on his own, then I met Pastor Jim. 
Those few services turned into years of worship, 
solid new friendships, and opportunities to serve at a 

Monday Night Bible 
Study

Mondays at 7:00-8:25
303 Bridge Crest, Houston

Code 212 at the gate on Westheimer about ¾ mile    
west of Hwy 6

Crestwater Subdivision

This Bible Study, hosted by members Mike and 
Linnay Cummings is lead by Pastor Steve Kelly.  This 
study ran every Monday when Mike and Linnay were 
members at St. Martin’s, Sugar Land, when Pastor 
Kelly was there ( for 12 years).

Mike and Linnay joined Christ The Servant a few 
years ago and wanted to start this study again.  Each 
Monday night 15-24 people gather not only from 
Christ The Servant but also from neighbors and 
others who have been interested.  Baptists, a cultural 
Jew, members of other Lutheran congregation, and 
some folks who have no church home make up 
this group.  The format is based on the needs of 
the group first who might be struggling with issues 
of faith, church, doubt, frustration and trouble 
understanding what is in the Bible.  Pastor Kelly then 
takes passages of scripture and moves the group into 
a deeper understanding that what can be covered in 
a sermon.  We take what we think we know and learn 
deeper meanings and context of the Biblical texts.

Our youngest participant is 14 years old and it goes 
up from there!!  Each session stands on its own while 
former teachings get reviewed as necessary.  Plans 
are to continue at least until the end of the school 
year. Come join us!

More Thanks
I want to thank the congregation for the wonderful 
Christmas gift.  I am touched by your kindness and 
generosity and am grateful and overwhelmed by the 
gift.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness more than you 
know.     

Betsy Riggs

most wonderful house of God. For that, I’ll always be 
grateful.

Thanks be to God and to all of you. 
Cliff Mabry
No longer President! 

Thank You
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Church Staff

Pastor
The Rev. James Giannantonio
jrgiannan@gmail.com

Office Administrator
Betsy Riggs
ctsoffice1@comcast.net

Director of Youth & Family 
Ministry
Jason “JT” Thomas
jt@christtheservant.net

Director of Music
John Krueger
ctschoir1@comcast.net

Nursery Caregiver
Sandra Ani

Sunday Custodian
Sulma E. Cruz

Church Office Phone
713.784-6620

Church Office FAX
713.784-4742

This newsletter and a calendar of 
church activities are available on the 

CTS website at:
www.christtheservant.net

March newsletter information 
deadline is:
February 15

Please submit information and articles in 
MSWord documents to Laura Wilhelm at 

lvhwilhelm@comcast.net
Information may be edited to available space.

February Birthdays
1 Peter Lares
3 Carla Abonce 
9 DJ Blockhus
10 LeRoy Bauer
 James Thomas 
12 Susan Sutton
13 Case Iversen
16 Paula Ruskan
18 Jonathan Collins
 Elizabeth Collins
21 Jerry Myers
22 Vicki Rudolph Williams
 Kristian Teegerstrom

Prayer Requests
Karen Bauer 
Baxter Boxx, friend of Betty Boxx
Sharon Cotta, mother of Christy Iversen
Dennis and Leonard Craig, brothers-in-law  
 of Marilee Dittrich
Kathy Craig, sister of Marilee Dittrich
Judie Deeds
Jane Fontenot, grandma of Miley Rose
Fred, brother-in-law of Nancie Blair  
Doug Gibson, friend of Phyllis and Monte   
 Richard
Gary Ginapp and Family
Lynda Hammagren
Lisa Harp, friend of the Hatcher Family
Ernest and Renee Haynes, friends of the   
 Stallwitz Family
Margaret, grandmother of Tina Blockhus
Ray Miller, father of Lori Wood
Ron Murawski, father of Tim Murawski
Carol and Walley Myfcht, friends of the   
Carlson Family  
Cathy Roberson, daughter of Jodie Davis
Valerie Schick, granddaughter of Nancie   
 Blair
Mary Shabunas, mother of Mary Hiestand
Robert Spear, father of Tina Blockhus 
Marjorie Swartz, mother of Julie Heil
Andy Wilkins, brother of Marilee Dittrich
Zachary, grandson of Bitsy Muse 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
 

2 
Super Bowl of  
Caring 
 
12:15 Care Team 

3 
 
 
 
3:30-6:30 
Homeless Ministry 

4 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

5 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

6 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

7 8 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

12 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

13 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:00 Council 

14 
 

15 
 
2:45 LaserX-Youth 
Boys 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
3:30-6:30 
Homeless Ministry 

18 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

19 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

20 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

21 
 

22 
 
 

 

23 
9:30 Lent Family 
Workshop 
 
 

24 
 
 
 

25      9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
5:00-6:30 Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
Supper 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
9:00 GED 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

28 29 

Presentation of Our Lord 

Epiphany 5 

Epiphany 6 

Transfiguration 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
for all ages 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

9:00 GED 
12:00 Ash Wed Service 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:15 Ash Wed Service 
7:30 AA Journey 
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Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
2400 Wilcrest Drive
Houston,Texas 77042

Phone 713-784-6620
FAX     713-784-4742
www.christtheservant.net

Memorial Service Coordinator
Men Who Love Spaghetti 
Nursery Attendant
Opportunity Endowment Fund    
Personnel     
Prayer Chain     
Property                   
Sound Team     
                                              
Stewardship     
Ushers      

WHAM Representatives 
Women’s Ministry     
Worship and Music    
               

Committee Chairs, Group Leaders, Contact People

2020 CounciL

President: Chandler Wilhelm

President Elect: Barry Rava                      At Large: Zach Edwards
Secretary: Karen Carter                   At Large:  Dale Dickman
Treasurer: Susan Collins At Large: Neema Makia
Financial Secretary: Emma Chanimbaga 

Linda Iversen
Roger Cutler
Sandra Ani
Mike Sweet
Ken Smith, Shirley Downing
Marti Hatcher
Brent Brown, Ron Herbanek
TBA  8:00 Service 
Brent Brown-11:00 Service
Cliff Mabry
8:00 Russell Farmer
11:00 Pat Welborn
Ken Smith
Marsha Bower
Lori Wood

Acolytes  
Adult Christian Ed
Altar Guild
CanCare Representative
Care Team    
College Ministry   
Disaster Response Team 
Family Aid Ministry
Fellowship Committee 
Greeters                 
Homeless Ministry  
Ladies Dinner Group
Lawn Care    
Lectors   
Liturgical Assistants

Inga Carlson, Michele Byrnes
TBA
Lori Wood
Susan Kramer
Pat Korge and Mary Puccini
Tina Blockhus
Ron Herbanek
Carolyn Giannantonio
Rosalie Fontenot
Donna Schneider
Shirley Downing
Mickey Walters
Russell Farmer, Kevin Petterson
Cliff Mabry
Cliff Mabry


