
April 2020

Editor’s Note: At press time, the following 
statement reflects the current decisions of Pastor 
Jim and the Council. For any changed schedules 
and decisions for the month of April and Easter 
season, please monitor your email and check the 
CTS website (https://www.christtheservant.net).

In light of the White House National Coronavirus 
Guidelines issued Match 16 (“15 Days to Slow the 
Spread”, see https://www.whitehouse.gov), and the 
urgent request by the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod received on the same day, Pastor Jim and the 
Council have decided to modify our plans through 
March 31, 2020.  The revised plan is as follows: 

•	 We will discontinue in-person worship services 
through March 31st.  This includes both in-person 
Sunday services and mid-week Lenten services.

•	 We will hold Sunday Services for March 22nd and 
March 29th via a “Podcast” video to be posted on 
the CTS website (https://www.christtheservant.
net) by mid-morning of each Sunday.  

•	 The services will include opening prayers, Old 
and New Testament readings and Psalm, some 
selected music played by John Krueger, Sermon 
by Pastor Jim, creed, prayers of the church, Lord’s 
Prayer, and Benediction.  

•	 There will be some limited opportunity for 
CTS members to facilitate the services while 
still complying with guidelines to limit overall 
attendance to 10 persons.  Our Council President 
and President Elect will serve as lectors.  There 
will be no ushers or greeters required. If you would 
like to help facilitate the services please contact 
Betsy Riggs.

•	 The office will remain open during this time if 
you have any special needs.  However, all other 

scheduled activities that involve more than 10 
people will be cancelled through March 31.  
This includes Sunday School, Monday night 
Bible studies, Youth Car Wash, Men Who Love 
Spaghetti, GED classes, AA meetings, and ESL 
classes.  

•	 Our other guidance remains unchanged from our 
March 13th statement.  Our members are urged 
to practice good hygiene, wash their hands, and 
follow the medical guidance of the CDC or your 
personal physician.  If you are experiencing 
symptoms (cough, fever, shortness of breath) 
please seek medical attention and stay at home 
until you have recovered.

•	 For those who may need assistance, please let 
us know so that we can help you.  This could 
include such things as delivering food if you end 
up isolating or are in quarantine, or obtaining 
temporary financial assistance if you lose your job.  
You can contact either Pastor Jim or Betsy Riggs 
with any requests for help, which they will arrange 
through one of our CTS teams.

•	 We ask that you continue to give your regular 
donation so that we can continue the mission of 
the congregation without interruption.  For the next 
two weeks this can either be through an online 
donation at https://www.christtheservant.net/give.
html, or else you can bring it by the office at your 
convenience.

We will continue to monitor the situation and will keep 
the congregation informed of any new developments 
or changes in plans.  We urge you to pray for God to 
shower His love and mercy on His people and Church, 
and to grant wisdom and discernment to our leaders.  

CTS and Coronavirus
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Lenten Services 
April 1
12:00 Service
12:30 pm Lunch

Palm Sunday
April 5
8:00 Service
11:00 Service
Maundy Thursday 
April 9
12:00 pm Service
7:15 pm Service
Good Friday 
April 10
12:00 WHAM Service, site TBA
7:15 pm Service

Lent and Easter Events
Please note that there are some changes from the 
schedule of the past few years. Also please continue 
to monitor your email and the CTS website for any 
changes that may be made in light of the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Easter Vigil 
April 11
7:15 Service

Easter Sunday 
April 12 
8:00 Service
9:30 Breakfast
10:00 Egg Hunt
11:00 Service

Council Notes
The Christ the Servant (CTS) council met March 12th 
for its third council meeting of calendar 2020.  The 
meeting minutes from the February 2020 council 
meeting and the current CTS Treasurer’s Report 
were reviewed and unanimously approved by the 
council.  

Also reviewed and unanimously approved by the 
council was a proposal outlining the scope of an 
audit of CTS’ 2019 financial accounts.  The council 
also approved the appointment of audit committee 
members Mickey Walters and Denise Carlson, 
who will be conducting the audit following ELCA 
recommended practice.  The formation of an audit 
committee and the execution of an audit are in 
accordance with the CTS Bylaws and Constitution.  
It is envisioned that the audit will most likely be 
completely by the end of summer. 

Additional reports were submitted by the Financial 
Secretary, Director of Music, Director of Youth and 
Family, and Pastor Jim.  All were briefly reviewed by 
the council members.

The council spent considerable time discussing the 
impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) on CTS’ activities, 
particularly weekly worship services.  A recent 
communication from ELCA Bishop Michael Rinehart 
regarding this topic was shared and discussed 
among council members.  The communication’s 
guidelines will be used to inform any future changes 
to activities at CTS.  The council will continue 
monitoring the situation, effect necessary changes 
and communicate in a timely fashion to keep the 
congregation informed.  

Prayerfully submitted,
Karen Carter, Council Secretary

OPPORTUNITy 
ENDOWMENT FUND

The OEF committee met on February 26th and ap-
proved the following grants:

Luther Hill Ministries - $5,000
Nabor House - $5,000
Neighbors In Action - $5,000

Please see any OEF board member if you have any 
questions about the grants to these ministries. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Bower, OEF Committee member
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Income Tax Preparation 

Notice!
Due to corona virus restrictions, AARP has decided 
to suspend its Tax Aide program nation wide for the 
present.  It may be possible to re-open in selected 
areas later now that the IRS has extended the tax 
season.

This is going to affect a lot of people who depend on 
this service, but for now we are not able to help.  And 
resuming the service this year is not guaranteed.

Questions: Phone Dave Deeds, 281-558-3818

Worship and Music
Last month, I concluded this article by saying I would 
look at other rites of confession in the Lutheran 
hymnal. In fact, there are two: the order of Corporate 
Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 238) and the 
order of Individual Confession and Forgiveness 
(p. 243). Neither of these rites are used very often, 
although we use the extended confession on Ash 
Wednesday and Maundy Thursday.

To quote ELW’s explanation, “Corporate Confession 
and Forgiveness may be used on penitential days, 
such as the final days of Lent, or as part of the 
regular schedule of the congregation. Occasions 
suggesting its use include the reconciliation of those 
estranged from one another; the confession of 
sharing in corporate wrongs; and a time of lament 
in the life of the congregation, the community, the 
nation, or the world. Selected portions may be used 
when a fuller order for confession and forgiveness 
within another service is desired.”

This last sentence is the justification for using this 
extended version (ELW, p. 240) as a bookend to 
the season of Lent: it is more specific than the order 
used in Sunday worship. Moreover, since forgiveness 
is withheld on Ash Wednesday, a fuller listing of 
things we should feel sorry for is warranted. Since 
forgiveness is finally restored on Maundy Thursday, 
repeating the same words six weeks later makes 
good sense.

It is not for us to know how often, or by whom, the 
order of Individual Confession and Forgiveness since 
it is not a public event. There are two reasons for its 
inclusion in the hymnal: first, to let people know that 
it is an available option and, second, to be able to 
access it easily. Where the Corporate Confession 
gets more specific than on Sunday morning, these 
are still corporate sins – things we all do or do as 
a community. Individual confession addresses the 
“biggies” – specific sins of commission (or omission) 
that should not be aired publicly but demand in our 
consciences to be aired and forgiven.

Even with these “biggies,” forgiveness is not 
conditional. Like Sunday morning, the end result 
is the forgiveness of all our sins, large and small. 
The individual order does not use the word “entire:” 
some of these individual sins may have to play out 
in the court system, for example. However, it is not 
the church’s or the pastor’s job to impose any extra 
conditions, or penance, on forgiveness. ”Penance” 
is reparation; “penitence” is feeling sorry for, or 
repenting of, our sins.

All of these rites serve to get our sinful selves out 
of the way as we prepare to hear God’s Word and 
receive the sacrament. This is why the pastor can 
say “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the Communion (fellowship) of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.” Our response, “And also with 
you,” is a nice reminder for the pastor and shows 
we are capable of sharing that grace, love and 
fellowship.

Next month, we will look at the oldest and (in one 
version) newest parts of the order of worship, and 
why they are sung by everyone. Things pertaining 
to our current public health situation are being 
discussed elsewhere in this issue. My job is to 
discuss acts of worship that have been done since 
biblical times under all circumstances.

John Krueger, Director of Music
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A WORTHWHILE 
JOURNEY !

My relationship with Christ the Servant and Pastor Jim 
began back in 1987.

I was a member of Joy Lutheran in Richmond and Pastor 
Bob Engstrom invited me to represent Joy at the Synod 
Convention where my roommate was CTS member Dot 
Leach.  She couldn’t wait to introduce me to her new 
pastor Jim Giannantonio who she claimed “tawked” just 
like me!  I also was from the greater Philadelphia area 
(New Jersey) so Pastor Jim and I instantly connected.  He 
invited me to bring my family to CTS to worship and the 
particular Sunday we attended he announced a search for 
a church secretary preferably a non-member.  I certainly fit 
that criteria and was offered the position.

I loved my job becoming familiar with the CTS 
congregation and assisting Pastor Jim. A hallmark moment 
for me was when Pastor Jim suggested that we attempt 
an experimental trip downtown to distribute a few lunches 
to the homeless. Our trip downtown convinced Pastor Jim 
that this should become an “outreach” that CTS needed to 
embrace and support and to this day remains a viable and 
dynamic ministry of our church.

In 1990, I reluctantly resigned in order to prepare our first 
born for his college experience at the University of Texas 
but Pastor Jim remained a faithful and loyal friend to both 
me and my family throughout the years.

Life brings many challenges and through all my highs 
and lows, Pastor Jim was always there for me as a friend, 
counselor and a “bridge over troubled water”.  He would 
repeatedly tell me “that God would never forsake me nor 
would he”.  Quite honestly, I’m not sure where I would be 
without Pastor Jim and my church family.

It became crystal clear to me that Christ the Servant is 
where I belong, where I can grow and serve and where my 
I am continually reminded of God’s infinite love for me!

Marsha Bower
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A Night in Italy
Thanks to all that were able to attend the A Night in 
Italy fundraiser benefiting our Homeless Ministry.  
We raised over $9000, which is more than double 
the amount we have been raising with our Garage 
Sale in recent years.  It was great to see the large 
turnout and such support for this important ministry.  
Our thanks to all of those who helped to put on this 
wonderful evening.  

Our chefs included Ron Hebanek, DJ Blockhus, 
Russell Farmer, Russel Riggs, Brent Brown, Steve 
Dittrich and Jim Sterle.  Our cookie bakers included 
Beverly Arnold, Anne Marie Fritz, Linda Iversen and 
Kelly Kern.  Table decorations were provided by 
Carolyn Kirk and Melissa Russell.  Special thanks 
to John Kruger for the fantastic music, Betsy Riggs 
for the logistical support and Laura Wilhelm for 
the beautiful posters and publicity.  Finally, thanks 
to Shirley Downing for her many years of leading 
our Homeless Ministry and the valuable ministry it 
provides our community.

Paul Siegele and Marsha Bower
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April Birthdays
3 Edna Lwekamua Ndanshau
4 Louise Hauser
5 Tim Murawski
 Ena Puder
8 Ken Smith
9 Linda Siegele
 Dale Olson
13 Karen Carter
 Russell Reider
14 Paul Siegele
15 Linda Saunders
 Omega Kihupi
 Jim Sterle
17 Julia Dittrich
18 Tim Coulter
 Matilda Schrader
19 Carrie Stallwitz
21 Evynn Stallwitz
22 Connie Brown
26 Haika Ngowi
27 Jackie Scace
28 David Stallwitz
29 Anne Marie Cook
 Theresa Kelly

April Anniversaries
5 Rich and Paula Ruskan
6 Mike and Linda Iversen
19 Kurt and Connie Goedecke 
 Tim and Karen Murawski
 Laramie and Donna Winczewski
20 John and Linda Shoemaker
22 DJ and Tina Blockhus
23 Bill and Cheryl Skillman
24 Nick and Louise Hauser
25 Jim and Patti Sterle
26 Bill and Susan Givens

Prayer Requests
Karen Archer and Katiana
Karen Bauer 
Sharon Cotta, mother of Christy Iversen
Barry Feldt, father of Jennifer Beaver
Jane Fontenot, grandma of Miley Rose
Fred, brother-in-law of Nancie Blair  
Doug Gibson, friend of Phyllis and Monte 
Richard
Margaret, grandmother of Tina Blockhus
Ray Miller, father of Lori Wood
Cathy & Rob Roberson, daughter of Jodie Davis
Valerie Schick, granddaughter of Nancie Blair
Mary Shabunas, mother of Mary Hiestand 
Robert Spear, father of Tina Blockhus
Connie Sully, friend of Jodi Davis 
Marjorie Swartz, mother of Julie Heil
Zachary, grandson of Bitsy Muse 

Church Staff
Pastor
The Rev. James Giannantonio
jrgiannan@gmail.com

Office Administrator
Betsy Riggs
ctsoffice1@comcast.net

Director of Youth & Family Ministry
Jason “JT” Thomas
jt@christtheservant.net

Director of Music
John Krueger
ctschoir1@comcast.net

Nursery Caregiver
Sandra Ani

Sunday Custodian
Sulma E. Cruz

Church Office Phone
713-784-6620

Church Office FAX
713-784-4742

This newsletter and a calendar of church 
activities are available on the CTS website 
at: www.christtheservant.net
Submissions for April newsletter are due 
on:  March 15

Please submit information and articles in 
MSWord documents to Laura Wilhelm at 

lvhwilhelm@comcast.net
Information may be edited to available space.



                            

interMission
February 2020
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
2400 Wilcrest Drive
Houston,Texas 77042

Phone 713-784-6620
FAX     713-784-4742
www.christtheservant.net

Memorial Service Coordinator
Men Who Love Spaghetti 
Nursery Attendant
Opportunity Endowment Fund    
Personnel     
Prayer Chain     
Property                   
Sound Team     
                                              
Stewardship     
Ushers      

WHAM Representatives 
Women’s Ministry     
Worship and Music    
               

Committee Chairs, Group Leaders, Contact People

2020 CounciL

President: Chandler Wilhelm

President Elect: Barry Rava                      At Large: Zach Edwards
Secretary: Karen Carter                   At Large:  Dale Dickman
Treasurer: Susan Collins At Large: Neema Makia
Financial Secretary: Emma Chanimbaga At Large:  Joanne Dumler

Linda Iversen
Roger Cutler
Sandra Ani
DJ Blockhus
Ken Smith, Shirley Downing
Marti Hatcher
Brent Brown, Ron Herbanek
TBA  8:00 Service 
Brent Brown-11:00 Service
Cliff Mabry
8:00 Russell Farmer
11:00 Pat Welborn
Ken Smith
Marsha Bower
Lori Wood

Acolytes  
Adult Christian Ed
Altar Guild
CanCare Representative
Care Team    
College Ministry   
Disaster Response Team 
Family Aid Ministry
Fellowship Committee 
Greeters                 
Homeless Ministry  
Ladies Dinner Group
Lawn Care    
Lectors   
Liturgical Assistants

Inga Carlson, Michele Byrnes
TBA
Lori Wood
Susan Kramer
Pat Korge and Mary Puccini
Tina Blockhus
Ron Herbanek
Carolyn Giannantonio
Rosalie Fontenot
Donna Schneider
Shirley Downing
Mickey Walters
Russell Farmer, Kevin Petterson
Cliff Mabry
Cliff Mabry
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12:00 Lenten Service 

12:30 Lunch 

5:30 WHAM ESL 

7:30 AA Journey 
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7:00 Council 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

12:30 Care Team 

12:30 Confirmation 
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3:30-6:30 

Homeless Ministry 
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Milestone 
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12:00 and 7:15 

Maundy Thursday 

Services 
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12:00 Good Friday 
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7:15 Good Friday 
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7:15 Easter Vigil 
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Palm Sunday 

Easter 

Easter 2 

Easter 3 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
for all ages 

In light of recent coronavirus 
restrictions, please confirm 

event times and dates with your 
email or the CTS website. 
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