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2020 Flower Chart
The 2020 Flower Chart is 
hanging in the 
Narthex. Sign up 
for the Sundays 
you want. Single 
bouquets are $27. To 
donate both arrangements, 
the cost is $54.

Poinsettia Orders
It’s time to order poinsettias to  
decorate the sanctuary 
for Christmas. Sign up 
sheets will be in the 
Narthex November 17 to 
December 15. The cost is 
$8.50 per plant.

Men Who Love Spaghetti
Men Who Love Spaghetti will 
meet November 7 at 7:00, 
at Piccolo’s Italian Cafe and 
Cucina, 13505 Westheimer 
Rd. Please join us for good friends, 
good conversation and good food! A sign-up 
sheet is in the Narthex.

Congregational Meetings
Save the dates!

This year the Congregational Meeting will be split 
into two gatherings. The first, on December 8 at 
9:30, will be held to present budget information 
for members to take home to examine in detail. 
The second meeting, on January 19 at 9:30, 
will be after complete financial totals have been 
gathered for 2019. Voting on the budget will take 
place at that time.

Homeless Ministry
Homeless Ministry is collecting new, 
men’s, white, crew socks to be 
included in the homeless ministry 
distribution on December 16th.  
They hope to collect 160 pairs 
by December 8th (last day to 
collect).  There will be a purple 
container with a sign on it where people can drop 
off their contributions in the narthex.  

Thanksgiving Dinner

On Sunday, November 24 immediately 
following the 11:00 service, we will 
celebrate Thanksgiving 
together with our annual 
Congregational 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner, catered by 
Demeris. A sign-up 
sheet will be in the 
Narthex with places to volunteer to help and/or 
bring desserts. A free-will offering will be taken 
to offset the cost of the luncheon.
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Youth and Family News
Toy Story 
Miller Outdoor Theater is a great 
venue for watching outdoor 
movies, and on November 2nd 
they are hosting a screening of 
the classic original Toy Story. 
Hopefully by then the weather 
will be nice and cool. It will be 
getting dark earlier, so the movie starts at 7 p.m. and 
should be finished around 8:30 p.m. We can sit in 
lawn chairs on the left side of the lawn, or blankets on 
the right side, or in seats under the covered area up 
front. Bring a picnic or purchase snacks and drinks 
in the Park! I know I’m going to want some popcorn! 
Let’s enjoy the show together and then guess what – 
the next morning, we’ll be talking about Toy Story in 
SS for our Gospel According to Pixar series!

New Confirmation Class! 
November means an all new round of Confirmation 
Classes! It also means that new students are hopping 
on board. If you are 7th grade or older and have not 
completed confirmation, then mark your calendar for 
November 17th, 2019.  Confirmation meets monthly 
on the third Sunday from 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
The class lasts for two years and covers 24 months 
of material - 12 months of Lutheran catechism and 
history, and 12 months of exploring the Bible (big-
picture style). Get in now and join us for our Bible 
year (don’t tell anybody – it’s my favorite year). 
Contact J.T. if you or your student is ready to join 
Confirmation!

Kids Who Love Pizza (KWLP) 
It’s been a while, but there’s finally a flick worthy 
of Kids Who Love Pizza! Frozen II is 
coming out soon, and on Sunday, 
November 24th, we’re going to see 
it after church. But first things first – 
PIZZA! After church we’ll head down the 
street to MOD Pizza to get our grub on, and then 
head over to Cinemark Memorial City (at the Mall!) 

to catch the new adventures of Elsa and 
Anna. Whole families are invited and are 
responsible for their own tickets. As soon 
as showtimes are revealed, I’ll announce 

which one we are seeing. Mark your 
calendars and let’s get back in the 

KWLP swing of things! 
 

Jr/Sr High Game Night! 
Do you love games? I LOVE 
GAMES. Card games, board 
games, dice games, trivia games, 
RPG’s. Friday, November 29th 
is a game night at CTS just for 
Jr. and Sr. High students and their 
friends. I’ll supply pizza, or tacos, or chicken 
wings, or something, and you bring your favorite 
game and a snack or drink to share with everyone. 
Homemade guacamole and corn chips is good. 
Somebody bring that. A box of Little Debbie Fudge 
Rounds is also good. Whatever and whoever you 
like – bring them! This one’s just for the students this 
time, so let’s have a blast! The night starts at 6 p.m. 
and ends at 9 p.m. or whenever I beat you at Settlers 
of Catan.

Angel Breakfast
On December 7th, we celebrate 
our little ones at Angel Breakfast. 
Children in second grade and 
younger along with their families are 
invited to join us for breakfast, music 
and stories from 9am – 10:30am.
Look for a sign-up in the Narthex.
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Council Notes
•	 Treasurer Susan Collins offered an open-

ing devotion for college age children with a 
reading and commentary based on Matthew 
21:18-22.

•	 15 2020 Pledge Cards had arrived in the of-
fice the first week of October.

•	 In light of a second person declining to accept 
the second nursery attendant position (relo-
cated to another city), Susan Collins suggest-
ed having some of our youth fill the need and 
obtain service hours they can use for their 
college resumes. Alternatively, perhaps adults 
in the congregation could serve as rotating 
volunteers. J.T. will check to see if the youth 
would need Safe Haven Training and Certifi-
cation.

•	 Pastor Jim expressed his and the congrega-
tion’s hearty thanks to Linda Siegele for her 
extensive, wide ranging efforts in bringing a 
new CTS Photographic Church Directory to 
reality.

•	 The date has been set for the Homeless Min-
istry Fundraising Spaghetti Supper! It will be 
Friday, March 6, 2020 in the early evening. It 
is hoped that we can have volunteers to help 
drive those folks who prefer not to drive at 
night.

•	 President Cliff Mabry announced that all nine 
Church Council Positions have been filled for 
2020. 

•	 The Annual Congregational Meeting will 
take place over two days! Not to worry, the 
first gathering will be December 8, 2019 at 
9:30 a.m. and is informational as a precursor 
to the second gathering date, January 19, 
2020. This way the congregation will be fully 
informed on December 8th about budget con-
siderations for the 2020 year before voting on 
January 19th.

Worship and Music
The longer I work in the church, the more I feel that 
my calendar is slightly off kilter. It’s not a big problem: 
being told I’m a little off goes with the territory of 
being a musician. I’ve learned to accept and live with 
it. However, there is a good reason for my calendar 
being off by a month. The Sunday after Thanksgiving 
(in this case, December 1) marks the beginning of a 
new church year.

This change of season will be marked by a couple of 
things inside the church and one practice that runs 
counter to the world around us. First, the “color” of 
the season changes to blue until Christmas Eve, 
when it changes to white for a couple of weeks 
before returning to green for a few weeks. The 
second change is in the scripture readings. After a 
year of hearing from the Gospel according to Luke 
(year C in the Revised Common Lectionary), we will 
hear from the Gospel according to Matthew (year 
A). Each book has its own point of view, and I will 
discuss this in more detail next month. Matthew is the 
most “Jewish” of the Gospels, and that will inform our 
midweek services (more on that below).

As for the “practice that runs counter to the world 
around us,” it concerns which hymns are sung 
during the Advent season. Pastor Jim’s practice for 
as long as I have served here is that Advent hymns 
are sung during Advent and Christmas hymns and 
carols are sung during the Christmas season. There 
is certainly a difference in tone, since Advent is 
actually a penitential season. Although the hymns 
aren’t necessarily slow (“Wake, Awake” and “Comfort, 
Comfort These My People” are certainly not dirges), 
they are in a mood of waiting.

Where this practice runs counter to the world around 
us is that we will start hearing Christmas carols (and 
see lights and merchandise) this coming week. I 
try to sneak a carol or two in where they accurately 
comment on the scripture readings, but I have 
followed this practice. I would much rather leave the 
congregation wanting more carols than less carols. 
Not surprisingly, I will return to this topic next month.

A final thought has to do with our midweek Advent 
services. They will be held at 12:00 noon on 
December 4, 11, and 18. These services will be brief, 
usually lasting a half hour, and will follow the order 
of Noonday Prayer which we adapted a few years 
ago. The theme for this year is “Prophecies Fulfilled,” 
which is in keeping with one of the running themes 

in the Gospel according to Matthew. The format of 
the service, consisting of three hymns, a psalm, a 
scripture reading, and a short homily, is a great way 
to do a spiritual “reboot” in the middle of the day. All 
services will be held in the sanctuary. Come as you 
are, and, hopefully, leave a bit better.
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November Birthdays
1 Denise Carlson
 Andy Iversen
4 Monte Richard
5 Holly Heil
 Barry Rava
 Lily Sweet
7 Bryant King
8 Laura Hanson
 Emma Hammett
10 Betty Boxx
 Chuck Cook
13 Marsha Bower
14 Nicas Kiondo
 Anna Carlson
15 Margery Wheeler
 Natalie Jones
16 Arnie Kaestner
 John Puder
19 Doug Hanson
 Michael Sweet
21 Tyler Herbanek
 Jo Ann Olds
28 Gary Hiestand
 Gloria Reider 

 

November
Anniversaries 

7 Kevin and Jackie Scace
10 Toss and Elizabeth Harbour
12 Gary and Mary Hiestand
13 Brian and Julie Heil

Karen Bauer 
Sharon Cotta, mother of Christy Iversen
Dennis and Leonard Craig, brothers-in-law  
 of Marilee Dittrich
Kathy Craig, sister of Marilee Dittrich
Mardella Davis
Jane Fontenot, grandma of Miley Rose
Doug Gibson, friend of Phyllis and Monte  
 Richard
Ruth Klinger
Margaret, grandmother of Tina Blockhus
Ron Murawski, father of Tim Muawski
Ray Reider, brother of Russ Reider
Cathy Roberson, daughter of Jodie Davis
Valerie Schick, granddaughter of Nancie  
 Blair
Mary Shabunas, mother of Mary Hiestand
Robert Spear 
Marjorie Swartz, mother of Julie Heil
Andy Wilkins, brother of Marilee Dittrich
Zachary, grandson of Bitsy Muse

LWR Farmer’s Market Coffee 
Farmer’s Market Coffee will no longer be available 
for sale at CTS. However, you can still purchase 
the coffee online at: lwrfarmersmarket.org

Christ the Servant is partnering with Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) to sell Farmer’s Market coffee.  
This coffee is sold by farmers who are helped by 
LWR to produce high quality coffee and to receive 
a good fair price for their beans. 

By purchasing this coffee, you 
will be helping with the effort to 
help raise people out of desperate 
poverty.

Don’t forget to order some up for a 
special gift!

Prayer Requests
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Women’s Ministry
Women’s Ministry enjoyed their recent visit to the 
Bush Library.  Please stay tuned for other events. 
Join us as it’s a wonderful way to experience 
Christian  fellowship and make new friends!

Some photos of our trip to the Bush Library:

•	 The first national Thanksgiving in the United States 
was proclaimed by the Continental Congress in 1777.

•	 Initially, Presidents proclaimed national Thanksgiving – 
Washington, Adams, and Monroe did so.

•	 After 1815, Presidents ceased their proclamations, but 
by 1850, almost every territory and state celebrated 
Thanksgiving.

•	 Sarah Josepha Hale, editor of the popular women’s 
magazine Godey’s Lady’s Book, began a campaign in 
1827 to make Thanksgiving a national holiday. Sarah 
Josepha Hale also wrote Mary Had a Little Lamb.

•	 In 1863, Hale was able to convince President Lincoln 
that a national Thanksgiving might unite the country 
after the Civil War. Lincoln declared two national 
Thanksgivings that year, August 6 celebrating the 
victory at Gettysburg, and the last Thursday in 
November.

•	 In order to help the country economically, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt lengthened the Christmas shopping 
season by declaring Thanksgiving for the next-to-the-
last Thursday in November in 1939. In 1941, Congress 
permanently established the holiday as the fourth 
Thursday of November.

•	 Swanson had an abundance of turkey (260 tons) in 
1953 and a salesman told them they should package it 
onto aluminum trays with sides similar to airline meals. 
The dinner had turkey, cornbread dressing, peas and 
carrots, mashed potatoes, and “apple cranberry cake 
cobbler.” Hence, the TV dinner was born.

•	 According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the 
heaviest turkey weighed 86 pounds.

•	 Ever wonder about the origin of the green bean 
casserole? Campbell soups created the recipe for an 
annual cookbook over 50 years ago. Campbell’s sells 
over $20 million worth of cream of mushroom soup for 
Thanksgiving meals.

•	 Cranberries were probably not eaten at the first 
Thanksgiving as they were too bitter. Native Americans 
used the berries as a dye and to heal wounds.

•	 Thanksgiving Day is the busiest travel day of the year.
•	 Jingle Bells was originally a Thanksgiving song 

composed for children to sing in a Boston Sunday 
School celebration.

•	 It wasn’t until a fictional account appeared in the 
bestselling Standish of Standish (1889), a story about 
the Pilgrims, that the Pilgrim’s “first Thanksgiving” 
became associated with the holiday. However, this 
idea did not become popular until after WWII.

•	 There are only two accounts of the 1621 Thanksgiving.
•	 Edward Winslow wrote about it in a letter dated 

December 12, 1621 and published in 1622.
•	 William Bradford wrote about it in his History of 

Plymouth Plantation. Bradford’s account mentions 
turkey as one of the meats eaten.

•	 The first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade was in 
1924. Four hundred Macy employees marched from 
Convent Ave to 145th street in New York City with 
animals from the Central Park Zoo.

•	 It took 66 days for the Mayflower to travel across the 
Atlantic Ocean. There were 101 men, women, and 
children on board.

•	 The Pilgrims were also called Puritans because they 
wanted to purify the Church of England from Catholic 
influence. Those that wanted to separate from the 
Anglican Church were called Separatists.

Fun Facts About Turkey
•	 A 15 pound turkey usually has about 70 percent white 

meat and 30 percent dark meat.
•	 Turkey has more protein than chicken or beef.
•	 Turkeys will have 3,500 feathers at maturity.
•	 The five most popular ways to serve leftover turkey is 

as a sandwich, in stew, chili or soup, casseroles and 
as a burger.

Thanksgiving History



Page 6

Thanksgiving Word Search
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Church Staff
Pastor
The Rev. James Giannantonio
jrgiannan@gmail.com
Office Administrator
Betsy Riggs
ctsoffice1@comcast.net
Director of Youth & Family Ministry
Jason “JT” Thomas
jt@christtheservant.net
Director of Music
John Krueger
ctschoir1@comcast.net
Nursery Caregiver
Sandra Ani
Sunday Custodian
Sulma E. Cruz
Church Office Phone     Church Office FAX
713-784-6620                             713-784-4742

This newsletter and a calendar of church activities are 
available on the CTS website at:

www.christtheservant.net

December newsletter information deadline is:
November 15

Please submit information and articles in 
MSWord documents to Laura Wilhelm at 

lvhwilhelm@comcast.net
Information may be edited to available space.
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1 
 
 

2 
 
7:00 Toy Story at 
Miller Outdoor  
Theater 

3 
Daylight Savings 
Time ends 

4 
 
 
 
 
3:30-6:30 
Homeless Ministry 

5 
7:00-7:00 Election 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

6 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

7 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:00 Men Who      
       Love Spaghetti 

8 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

13 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

14 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:00 Council 

15 
 
2:00 Women’s  
        Ministry Bingo 

16 
 
 

17 
 
12:30 Confirmation 

18 
 
 
 
 
3:30-6:30 
Homeless Ministry 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

20 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 
7:30 AA Journey 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

22 
 

23 
 
 

 

24 
12:30 Thanksgiving 
Lunch 
 
12:30 Kids Who 
Love Pizza-Frozen 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 WHAM ESL 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 AA Journey 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
6:00 Jr/Sr High    
        Game Night 

30 
 
Altar Guild–  
decorating for  
Advent 

November 2019 

All Saints Sunday 

Pentecost 22 

Pentecost 23 

Christ the King 

Sunday Worship 
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 
for all ages 

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Office Closed 



                            

Linda Iversen
Roger Cutler
Sandra Ani
TBA
Ken Smith, Shirley Downing
Marti Hatcher
Brent Brown, Ron Herbanek
TBA  8:00 Service 
Brent Brown-11:00 Service
TBA
8:00 Russell Farmer
11:00 Pat Welborn
Ken Smith
Marsha Bower
Lori Wood

Acolytes  
Adult Christian Ed
Altar Guild
CanCare Representative
Care Team    
College Ministry   
Disaster Response Team 
Family Aid Ministry
Fellowship Committee 
Greeters                 
Homeless Ministry  
Ladies Dinner Group
Lawn Care    
Lectors   
Liturgical Assistants

Inga Carlson, Michele Byrnes
TBA
Lori Wood
Susan Kramer
Arnie Kaestner
Tina Blockhus
Ron Herbanek
Carolyn Giannantonio
Rosalie Fontenot
Donna Schneider
Shirley Downing
Mickey Walters
Russell Farmer, Kevin Petterson
Cliff Mabry
Cliff Mabry

Memorial Service Coordinator
Men Who Love Spaghetti 
Nursery Attendant
Opportunity Endowment Fund    
Personnel     
Prayer Chain     
Property                   
Sound Team     
                                              
Stewardship     
Ushers      

WHAM Representatives 
Women’s Ministry     
Worship and Music    
               

Committee Chairs, Group Leaders, Contact People

2019 CounciL

                                       President: Cliff Mabry

President Elect: Chandler Wilhelm           At Large: Joanne Dumler
Secretary: Ken Smith                   At Large:  Linda Siegele
Treasurer: Susan Collins At Large: Bryant King
Financial Secretary: Emma Chanimbaga 

interMission
November 2019 
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
2400 Wilcrest Drive
Houston,Texas 77042

Phone 713-784-6620
FAX     713-784-4742
www.christtheservant.net


